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He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and 
see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going 
ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now 
I have told you.” - Matt. 28:6-7 NIV 

Although Jesus Christ was crucified and buried on a 
day corresponding to a Friday, no one could visit his 
tomb the next day. The day of his burial was the eve of 
Sabbath so all that were concerned chose to observe 

the regulations of the Jewish Sabbath. That was how 
long Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, 
Joanna and the other women were going to wait, 
because very early on the first day after the Sabbath 
day, they were at the tomb with prepared spices only to 
witness the occurrence of a violent earthquake and an 
angel descending like lightening and rolling back the 
stone at the entrance of the tomb in a manner that got 
even the soldiers scared. This gave them access to the 
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tomb, only to enter and discover that it was empty. Yes! 
An empty tomb – Matt. 28:2-7; Lk. 24:1-10. Still 
wondering what could have happened, the angel solved 
their puzzle. Telling them not to be scared, he in the 
foundation scripture for today's devotional confirmed 
to them that he was not there as he has risen. They 
were to go and give this good news to his disciples that 
he was going ahead of them to Galilee where he is 
expecting them to meet with him.

Both women having confirmed this incident with their 
view of an empty tomb, ran with fear and joy in their 
heart to inform the disciples as directed. Jesus himself 
was to meet them on their way to confirm what they 
had seen and had been told. He had risen indeed and 
was going ahead of them all to Galilee – Matt. 28:8-10. 
The account of Luke also included the advise of the 
angels to the women not to seek the living amongst the 
dead – Lk. 24:5. These women received further 
instructions to inform the disciples led by Simon Peter 
that he has risen as he said,  but who in his unbelief ran 
towards the tomb to confirm what the women had said. 
This he also found to be true – Lk. 24:9-12. 

Jesus had hitherto been telling the disciples of his 
being divinely destined to die but that he will rise 
again on the third day – Matt. 20:18. They did hear him 
but obviously did not believe. He could have been 
speaking all that time to the walls because his audience 
in general and his disciples in particular either out of 
insufficient understanding of what he was saying or 
outright unbelief, did not take his statements seriously. 
One can only wonder that was going on in their minds 
all the while that he was talking about dying and rising 
again. What was however obvious is their reluctance to 
want him to die and their initial resistance to those who 
came for him – Jn. 18:10. That they were willing to 
defend him was not in doubt. Even Judas Iscariot was 
to regret his action on of betraying him – Matt. 27:1-5. 
He had probably thought he could rake in some 
additional funds for himself only to be left devastated 
by the fact that Jesus did not disappear like in previous 
occasions – Jn. 12:6; Lk. 4:30; Jn. 8:59.

Indeed, there are many Christians today who sincerely 
love Jesus Christ, at least if only for the stories about 
his time on earth and all that he experienced. For most 
of these people, the stories make for good reading and 
probably good for making very engaging movies but 
they simply do not believe what it represents. 

The story of Jesus is real! It is not another tale by 
moonlight! He is actually the second person in the 
Trinity who by virtue of his immaculate conception 
became the first son of God – Col. 1:15. He came for 
the purpose of sacrificing his life to save man from the 
weight of sin that had practically condemned man to 
eternal damnation. He indeed died and was buried and 

was not found in his tomb on the morning of the third 
day. This is despite the fact that a big stone had been 
used to seal the entrance of the tomb with soldiers on 
guard (Matt. 27:66), but an angel rolled back the stone 
right in the presence of the women and the soldiers 
only for them to go in and see an empty tomb. He was 
not stolen away by his disciples as concocted and 
alleged by the Pharisees and the elders (Matt. 28:13), 
he did not even need to have the stone rolled away for 
him to walk out as the tomb was already empty by the 
time the stone was rolled away. He simply rose and all 
the paraphernalia of death could not hold him down. 
Death it self was powerless before him. He had put 
death to shame and with him death had lost its sting 
while the grave had lost its powers - 1Cor. 15:55-58. He 
had publicly shamed the devil and his angels making a 
public spectacle of them all – Col. 2:15. The agents of 
the devil could not bear the shame and had to start 
cooking up stories in an attempt to cover up their 
failure and shame. What a great victory for the 
Almighty God and all those who accept this his 
sacrifice.

Unfortunately, many are yet to believe this great act of 
salvation by Jesus Christ and so cannot receive the 
great gift of salvation of God for man. It is only for 
those who believe not to perish but have everlasting 
life – Jn. 3:16. 

This unbelief is not restricted to non-Christians alone 
but unfortunately is present amongst Christians. So 
many people there are today who claim to be 
Christians but actually do not still believe. Like 
Thomas, they need to touch the holes through which 
the nails pierced him to believe – Jn. 20:25. That is 
why the Christian life does not seem to favour them as 
Jesus told Thomas that only those who did not see but 
believe will be blessed – Jn. 20:29. One can only 
wonder what the fate of those who want to see before 
they believe will be. This unbelief is what is depriving 
such individuals of peaceful life in this realm. They 
continue to operate in their own ability that will not 
yield a permanent result, if a result is obtained at all. 
They live a life weighed down by sin when they can 
enjoy that of conferred righteousness – Rom. 1:17, Isa. 
54:17. They live a life of a victim rather than that 
greater than even the life of victors – Rom. 8:31-39. 
Above all is that they live a life of hopelessness in the 
life after life. There is no assurance of peace in the life 
after life – Jn. 14:1-3. What a wasted life that will be. 
Give value to your living in this realm. He rose indeed 
and there is no doubt about that. Bring yourself into 
that belief as that remains your only path to having 
peace in this world and in the life after life. May God 
help our unbelief in Jesus name. Amen.
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for support in a particular situation or both 
agreeing on a particular point only for the 
betrayer to back down at the crucial moment 
thus leaving the one betrayed susceptible to 
ridicule or harm.

4. To reveal a secret information about someone. 
This is the case of the betrayed needing a 
shoulder to lean on by sharing personal issues 
with expectation that the details of such 
discussions will not be revealed to any other 
person without the permission, only for such 
information to be made public . It becomes 
worse when the revelation of such information 
compromises the security, integrity and/or the 
social status of the betrayed.

Whichever of the above is the act of betrayal in 
reference, it will always produce a victim who is seen as 
the betrayed and the excuse that the betrayer tries to 
give for such act is never able to ameliorate the pain that 
comes with the act of betrayal as it will always be 
harmful to the betrayed.

The act of betrayal can be deliberate or not deliberate. It 
would be deliberate when the betrayer seeks to have an 
advantage from the act of betrayal. The betrayer expects 
a reward which is the motivation in the first place for 
carrying out the act. In a manner that can be considered 

etrayal is the noun of the transit verb betray. BAlthough several definitions have been listed for 
the word betray, the list of four definitions from 

the Merriam-Webster dictionary seems most appropriate 
for this teaching and they are as follows:

1. To lead astray. In this instance, betrayal is seen 
as deliberately deceiving someone who has faith 
and confidence in the betrayer that he/she can 
be relied upon for proper guidance, whereas the 
betrayer had it planned out all the while to lead 
the betrayed in the wrong direction by giving 
the wrong advice. The betrayed is thus made to 
look naïve and becomes a victim of trust. 

2. To deliver to an enemy by treachery. This is still 
the case of someone being lured into a prepared 
trap by another even though the betrayed in 
this instance is viewed as an enemy of some 
sorts. It is seen as a strategy of war but still 
involves deceiving another into trusting wrongly 
such that the person becomes a victim of trust. 
It may seem that an enemy was conquered 
through that strategy but it still does not take 
away the basic fact that it is act of betrayal. 

3. To fail or desert someone especially in times of 
need. This involves the one that is betrayed 
thinking that he/she can rely on the the betrayer 

Avoid Acts Of Betrayal
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The truth however is that nothing can excuse the act of 
betrayal by the Christian. Several sections of the Bible 
condemn the act of betrayal. The Bible for example 
mentions that the treacherous one should expect to be a 
victim of treachery when he/she has succeeded in 
his/her treacherous act – Isa. 33:1. Delilah betrayed the 
love that Samson had for her (Jug. 16:1-20) just as 
Doeg betrayed the trust that the Priests at Nob had in 
him – 1Sam. 21:7; 22:9. Joab betrayed the trust that 
Amasa had in him that all the differences they had was 
resolved – 2Sam. 20:1-10. The Gibeonites deceived the 
Israelites into believing that they were from a far 
country – Josh. 9:1-27. Jezebel deceived Naboth who 
thought he was being honoured by being invited to a 
banquet with the king – 1Kgs. 21:1-16. King Solomon 
betrayed the loyalty of Uriah by sending him to an 
untimely death – 2Sam. 11:1-27. Above all, Judas 
Iscariot betrayed Jesus Christ, his master and benefactor 
because of a reward – Mk. 14:10-21. All these and more 
can be found in the scriptures and none of these acts of 
betrayal ever produced a positive result as there was 
always a victim that suffered irreparable damage. 

There is no gain-saying that no matter how justified a 
betrayer may feel, the result of the act of betrayal should 
never be what anyone, especially one who claims to be a 
Christian should be proud of. This is because there is 
always going to be a negative recompense for such acts, 
if not for the betrayer directly, then for someone along 
that lineage. 

Because the act of betrayal may sometimes be due to 
unavoidable situation that is beyond the control of the 
betrayer, it is important for the Christian to continue to 
pray to the Almighty God that he/she should not 
experience such situations and where such situations 
should occur, the Almighty God should provide a way 
out to avoid having to put up the act of betrayal. 

For the Christian who revels in betrayal, it should be 
made clear that there is a reward for every act of man 
and such should be willing and ready to accept whatever 
the consequence of sucbetrayal, but it will be better for 
such to repent as the Bible as always advised that one 
should do to others what one desires as it is with the 
scale that one measures for others that one will receive a 
reward – Lk. 6:31. May God save us from situations that 
will leave us with no choice than to put up the act of 
betrayal in Jesus name. Amen.

as “selling out”, morals and ethics are thrown to the 
winds just as loyalty means nothing to the betrayer in 
those moments. Whatever is the basis of the 
relationship between the betrayed and betrayer is 
deemed insufficient in comparison to the anticipated 
reward for betrayal. 

However, the act of betrayal may also not be deliberate. 
This happens when there is a greater consequence to 
any or both parties if the act of betrayal is not carried 
out. It could be the case of the life of a more appreciated 
person being on the line if the act of betrayal is not 
carried out or may actually be the case of a huge threat 
to the one who is trying to avoid the act of betrayal. The 
over-riding situation may make the prospective betrayer 
weigh the consequences of betraying against that of not 
betraying and conclude that it may be the right thing to 
do to put up such act that will be eventually regarded as 
betrayal. Sometimes it may even have to do with the 
safety of the one that is being betrayed as a greater loss 
to the betrayed may be involved if the betrayer does not 
act accordingly.

It should however be made clear that the act of betrayal 
may actually signify a lack of principle by the betrayer. 
The one who lacks morals or principle need not look 
forward to any form of reward or motivation as it is just 
normal for such a person to act in a treacherous manner, 
for example, not able to guide his/her pronouncements. 
To such an individual, he/she sees nothing wrong in the 
act of betrayal and most likely may even excuse it as 
his/her own way of being a plain person who is not 
willing to keep secrets.

The act of betrayal can be 

deliberate or not deliberate. 

It would be deliberate when 

the betrayer seeks to have an 

advantage from the act of 

betrayal.
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