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The Message:
INSIDE Be A Witness For Christ
THIS Motivational:

ISSUE Love And The Christian 1

Spirit comes on you; and you will be my

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” -
Acts 1:8 NIV

T ut you will receive power when the Holy

Jesus Christ had just risen from the dead and after
appearing to his chosen apostles individually, he
finally gathered them together for a meal where he
instructed them not to leave Jerusalem but await the
gift of the Holy Spirit as promised by God — Acts

(&(((ID))D

OWN

X

Do you have a Spirit filled article you
01 wish to publish via this medium,
send typed and edited copy to:
03 crossandcrownchristianministry(@gmail.com

1:4-5. In a question that revealed their still erroneous
thoughts about the kingdom whose establishment,
Jesus Christ was spwlhchmu they asked if the time
had come for the kingdom of Israel to be
established — Acts 1:6 although they eventually got a
better understanding of this kingdom after they
received the Holy Spirit. Jesus instead responded by
letting them know that issues of times and dates are
exclusive knowledge of the Almighty God but they
should be more concerned about the responsibility
that was theirs. They were to be his witnesses, not
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only in Jerusalem where they were presently, but also
in Judea, Samaria and the the whole world, but not
before they are empowered by the expected Holy
Spirit — Acts 1:7-8.

The response of Jesus Christ gave the following
insights;

1. The issue of dates and times with regards to
occurrence of divinely ordained events
should not be of concern to them or to any
Christian for that matter as it remains the
exclusive of the Almighty God — Matt.
24:36; Mk. 13:32.

2. They and other Christians will be
empowered as soon as they are baptised in
the Holy Spirit — Acts 2:1-13; 3:1-10. Several
Christians today claim to have received the
Holy Spirit and are being directed by that
same spirit so it can be concluded that they
have been equally empowered.

3. They were to be the witnesses of Christ in
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the whole
world. This is the only way that they can
justify their receiving Holy Spirit — Mk.16:15-
18.

They all did receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit
and witnessed, but only in Jerusalem (Acts 2:1 —
7:53), until they were forced to move out with the
instrument of persecution that started with the
stoning to death of Stephen — Acts 7:56-60.

Most Christians today are like the Apostles. Having
received one form of grace or the other, they have
decided to limit the use or application of such Grace

to their comfort zone or situations that they feel
convinced about. Every grace was received for a
purpose which the giver stated when he was
dispensing the grace. Claims to not being aware of
those reasons can only be an unsuccessful attempt at
being deceitful or ignorance due to impatience in
receiving full Instructions when it was being

dispensed.

Every grace given to man by Jesus Christ is for a
simple purpose, which is to use it to witness for him.
With Grace the Holy Spirit is received, which in
turn produce fruits for use of the Christian in
witnessing for Christ — Rom. 12:1-8. Are you
witnessing for Christ with the gifts you received?

To witness in this context will mean to remain a
proof or evidence of everything that Jesus Christ is.
It implies that Jesus wants all those who have
received his Grace to continue to be proofs of his
existence, power and what he stands for. They are to
constantly demonstrate his capabilities in every
situation as a proof of his being alive. He is not
unaware that spiritual power will be needed because
there will always be forces warring against such
manifestation which is why the empowerment of the
Holy Spirit is required. So how much of your life or
activities serves this divine purpose? Be reminded
however that he will not settle for anything less than
100%.

It is important that you re-evaluate your life activities
in terms of being a witness for him with a view to
confirming that it is total and in the relevant areas he
wants you to witness for him. Not witnessing for
him adequately could be your invitation for
persecution into your life. Do not wait for the
persecution tool to be applied to you before you do
the needful. If however, you are already experiencing
some level of persecution, you are better off asking
him for what he wants you to do with that grace that
you received and make needed adjustments instead
of engaging the persecutors in a spiritual or physical
battle that you will never win.

May God help you to be a witness for him in the
relevant areas of your life in Jesus name. Amen .
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LOVE AND -

A

If there is a Christian act that cuts across different
religious denominations and sects and indeed across
the entire human race, then that act must be the one
described as love. Ranging from its being
recommended for all groups of people to its being
acted out, the act of love keeps featuring as a
requirement that must be exercised to signify the
positive intention of an individual to another person,
group or nation. It is sometimes used to describe the
affection one has for self in situations where the
person is expected to show love for him/her self. The
same word no doubt can be grouped amongst the most
abused words in the universe as several acts are quickly
ascribed to love when the intention may be much
otherwise. Some people have also used the word in
blackmail situations to achieve what they ordinarily are
not entitled to.

Love is defined generally as an intense feeling of deep
affection with affection itself being defined as a feeling
of liking or caring for someone or thing. It can then be
said that love is an intense feeling of profound likeness
or care for someone or something, It is intense because
it is not superficial. It is intense because it is deep and
so its source or foundation cannot be easily accessed.
This means that an explanation may not always be
possible to give, as to the reason for this act and so it
cannot be easily destroyed, especially by external
factors. The act of love is such that cannot be
explained when it is in full flight as the one in love just
annot seem to find the basis for the act but just
realises that the urge to like and care cannot be
disregarded.
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Attempting to explain the act of love is probably one
of the difficult questions that newly married couples
have never been able to answer satisfactorily as they
struggle to give reason why they chose to take a
relationship to the level of marriage. Some have tried
to explain it with science saying it is an instant chemical
reaction that occurs because all other factors necessary
for the reaction are present. What has not been
identified however are those components of the
reaction that produce love either as a general reaction
or specifically for individuals.

Individuals realise that they have a deep affection for
someone or something and they express it. If they
could identify the components of this chemical
reaction, it would have been possible to ensure that
love never dies as is found in some situations, as the
parties involved will only have to ensure that those
components are always available and when such
components are exhausted, the parties enjoying love
will quickly anticipate its end and there will probably
be less heartbreaks due to a love that has gone cold.

In an attempt to understand love, scholars have
decided to classify love into three as follows: Philial,
Eros and Agape, with some people creating sub-
classes between these three classes. However what is
clear is that with these group of scholars, love ranges
from love for self (Philial) to the act of romantic love
(Eros) to selfless love (Agape). Whatever the class of
the act of love, this teaching is more concerned with
its expression in all these situations and the
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unexplainable intensity of the accompanying acts of
likeness and care.

Love outside the one expressed for oneself may not be
mutual though it may be so desired. Even on occasions
where it is mutual, it will hardly be in equal proportion
of expression if it were to be measurable. That
probably explains why most people become victims of
love or regret being in love. To expect that the love for
someone will be reciprocated by that person in the
same proportion may be an unrealistic expectation and
the result of eventually experiencing the reality can be
very devastating. Just as the foundation of love cannot
be explained, it is equally difficult to know why some
people cannot reciprocate love received or cannot love
at all. Several scholars have also attempted to come up
with several reasons to explain this act of man but the
theories always fall short of universal acceptance as
there will always be situations where all the arguments
become inapplicable or actually fail. The bottom line is
that he/she who is in love should not expect that that
the person loved would also love in return but when it
is even so, there will hardly be a balance in the love
expressed.

Situations also seem to affect the extent of the love
expressed as it seems some conditions engender acts
of love whilst some actually discourage it. People may
want to argue that such reactions indicate that the love
was not genuine in the first instance but that again may
not always be the truth unless the one taking this
position can explain the basis of the expressed love in
the first instance. There is however no doubt that like
all acts that is open to pretense by human beings, love
can be feigned. This is when the person claiming to be
in love never really liked or cared for the one he/she
claims to love but just had to put up a front to reflect
such for several reasons. The love in such occasions
will be described as fake and will definitely not be able
to stand the pressures of the test of love when it
comes because, every professed love will be tested at
some point during the relationship.

It is practically impossible to have intense likeness and
care for only one person, group or thing and that
explains why it seems equally impossible to claim that
an individual can only love one person at a time.
Irrespective of the class the expressed love belongs to,
it is simply impossible to love only one person or
group at a time. Were that to be the case, then it will be
difficult to encourage love in a family, a group or even
a nation as it has note than one person involved or
even the love of things with different brands.

Everyone loves although the choice of what is loved is
specific to individuals. Some love what others do not
love and vice versa and it must be mentioned at this

point that not loving someone or something does not
imply that such hate that person or thing. Such
situation is better described as disliking or uncaring
about the person or thing, because to hate will go
beyond mere dislike into the realm of ignoring acts of
love when requested to the level of wanting to hurt the
one that is hated.

In summary it can be said that;
1. Love is an intense likeness and care for
someone or something,
2. Love has a foundation that is difficult to
explain.

Everyone loves in different ways.

4. No matter the classification, the expressed love
has the same foundation of intense likeness
and care for someone or something,

5. The act of love has no, tribal, nationality or
religious boundaries.

6. Love can be expressed for oneself, another
person, a group or a nation.

7. Love can be used as a blackmail tool.

The feeling of love can die.

9. The feeling of love may not be mutual or
expressed equally.

10. The act of love may not be reciprocated by the
beneficiary.

11. The feeling of love may be affected by
extraneous factors.

12. The expression of love may not be genuine.
13. Love cannot be expressed for one person or
thing only irrespective of their seeming

physical similarities.
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This concludes the first part of this two part series of
teaching on Love And The Christian. Please send your
reactions to:
crossandcrownchristianministry@gmail.com O 4
or our WhatsApp number: +2348178342585.

You can also download the teaching and other
materials from the following site:
www.crossandcrownchristianministry.org
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